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SUBJECT: WFTU RECRUITING DELEGATES FOR PRAGUE CONVENTION 

1 . JOHNNY TAN, PRESIDENT OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF ASIAN TRADE 
UNIONISTS (BATU) AND THE FEDERATION OF FREE WORKERS (FFW ), 

TOLD LABATT ON MARCH 7 THAT MAHENDRA SEN, PRESIDENT OF THE 
COMMUNIST-DOMINATED WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONISTS 
(WFTU), VISITED WITH HIM AND "ALL OTHER UNIONS IN THE PHILIP- 
PINES" FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECRUITING FRATERNAL DELEGATES FOR 
THE FORTHCOMING WFTU CONVENTION IN PRAGUE APRIL 1978. ACCORDING 
TO TAN, SEN RECEIVED FAVORABLE RESPONSE FROM EVERYBODY AND 
THAT HE EXPECTS A SIZABLE FILIPINO DELEGATION TO ARRIVE IN 
PRAGUE. WHEN ASKED IF HE WAS SENDING ANY DELEGATES FROM BATU 
OR FFW. TAN RESPONDED THAT HE HIMSELF MIGHT GO OR HE MIGHT 
SEND HIS ASSISTANT. WHEN PRESSED FURTHER AS TO WHETHER HE 
WOULD GO AS A DELEGATE FROM BATU AND/OR FFW HE SAID 
"PROBABLY BATU, ABOUT FFW WE HAVE NOT DECIDED WHAT TO DO YET." 
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2. COMMENT: THE FFW HAS CAST ITSELF IN THE ROLE OF A MILITANT, 
LIBERAL, ANTI-COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION, AND THE FACT THAT TAN 
WOULD CONSIDER SENDING TO WFTU SOMEONE FROM FFW IS A 
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTURE FROM PAST PRACTICES AND ATTITUDES. 

THIS IS VERY PROBABLY AN OUTGROWITH OF THE DIALOGUE THAT 
HAS BEEN GOING ON IN EUROPE WITHIN THE WORLD CONFEDERATION 
OF LABOR ABOUT ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH EASTERN EUROPEAN UNIONS. 
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TAN IS VERY CONVERSANT WITH THE EUROPEAN DIALOGUE AND 
MAINTAINS THAT WHAT EUROPE DOES IS ONE THING BUT THAT "WE 
ASIANS ARE ENTITLED TO OUR OWN VIEWS." IT REMAINS TO BE 
SEEN WHETHER OR NOT TAN'S FILIPINO ORGANIZATION WISHES TO 
JOIN THE EUROPEAN UNIONS WHO FRATERNIZE WITH EASTERN EUROPE. 
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